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RVEY OF EDITORIAL POLICY SHOWS 


ANY TECHNICAL 


MAGAZINES WILL 


ISCUSS RESPONSIBILITY IN SCIENCE 


ifty editors of American tech- 
al magazines replied to a ques— 
nnaire on their policies as 
the publication of discussion 
argument on the social respon- 
ility of scientists and engin- 
, and more than half the journals 
icated that they would, under 
circumstances, publish mterial 
the field of social responsi- 
lity, according to an article 
SSRS member Edmund C. Berkeley, 
itor of Computers and Automation 
azine. 


The survey was a follow-up of 
ide-ranging discussion of social 
sponsibility of computer sci- 
tists, which has been running 
r several months in the columns 
Editor Berkeley’s journal. 


Berkeley’s conclusion, as far 
the SSRS is concerned, is that 
mbers of our Society are missing 
excellent chance to promote 
scussion of the vital questions 
uch as whether scientists should 
rk on destructive projects-—~—by 
t supplying material to such 
chnical editors as will accept 
in their magazines. Berkeley 
ges all SSRS members to write 
a technical or trade magazine 
gularly, supplying intelligent 
d reasonable discussion on some 
Dic of social responsibility in 
cience--preferably backed by 
learcut evidence or facts, and 
referably written in a readable 
tyle. 


SSRS members were recently sent 
a copy of the Berkeley survey, with 
an invitation to act on its con- 
clusions. Other readers of this 
Newsletter may obtain copies of 
the reprint--the survey results 
were first published in Computers 
and Automation-——by writing to Ed- 
itor Berkeley. 


Most of the editors queried gave 
explanations or comments instead 
of simply replying “yes’’ or “no’’ 
to the questionnaire. Comments 
ranged from “Yes—no one can ignore 
the social implications of tech- 
nological progress” to “No——arti- 
cles on the social implications 
of science would be quite out of 
place.” 


It should be noted that the ques- 
tionnaire did not cover any par- 
ticular viewpoint regarding so- 
cial responsibility in science, 
but merely asked the editors if 
they would discuss the question 
at all in their columns. The ques- 
tion as phrased was much broader 
than the SSRS emphasis, which deals 
with participation by individual 
scientists in work which is deemed 
to be destructive. The inquiry 
implied such social aspects of 
science as the technological dis- 
placement of manpower, safety, 
and health aspects. 


Now Editor Berkeley would like 
to know whether any SSRS members 
have taken his advice and written 
to technical editors. 


PASCHKIS KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER AT 


ANNUAL MEETING 


Victor Paschkis will be the key— 
note speaker at the SSRS Annual 
Meeting, which will be held on the 
campus of Antioch College, Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, September 5 and 6, 
1959. His speech will review the 
first ten years of the SSRS, and 
will point to future activities 
of importance to our Society. 


Victor has been traveling ex- 
tensively and speaking in behalf 
of the SSRS while on sabbatical 
leave from Columbia University. 
A newspaper account of one of his 
appearances is reproduced on page 
3 of this issue; it is from the 
Albany, N.Y. Knickerbocker News 
for February 12, 1959. 


As SSRS members know, the Annual 
Meeting is the major policymaking 
activity of the SSRS, as well as 
a noteworthy occasion where people 
with a common purpose may exchange 
viewpoints and insights. Visitors 
are welcome. Members and friends 
of the SSRS should save the dates 
of September 5 and 6, 


| The estimated cost of producing 
H and distributing this Newsletter 


ts approximately $1.50 per year. 


Special Meeting to 
Amend Constitution 
of SSRS is Called 


The SSRS Council has called a 
Special membership meeting of the 
Society for June 27, 1959, at 10 
A.M., at 900 Woods Road, South— 
ampton, Pennsylvania, to act on 
a proposed amendment to the SSRS 
Constitution. The amendment has 
the approval of the Council. The 
purpose of the proposed change is 
to provide a rewording of the aims 
and functions of the Society, to 
try to meet objections that the 
Original purposes were not stated 


clearly enough, but without making 


any fundamental change in the goals 


and techniques of the organization. 


It is hoped that the rewording 
of the statement of purpose will 
make it possible for the SSRS to 
receive a charter of incorporation 
as a non-profit society, in spite 
of the objections of local veterans 
who do not think the SSRS is suf- 
ficiently military in its outlook. 


The decision to revise the state— 
ment of purpose was made at the 
urging of the SSRS’ attorney, T. 
Sidney Cadwallader II, who was 
very much concerned that we fight 
the matter through and obtain a 
favorable decision; he volunteered 
his legal services without cost, 
as an indication of the great im-— 
portance of the case as a civil 
liberties issue. Cadwallader said 
he believed we could win a charter 
of incorporation if our. statement 
were modified. 


Article 1, Section 2 of the SSRS 
Constitution, as it has been for 
the ten years of the SSRS’ exis-— 
tence, reads as follows: 


Section 2, Purposes: this society 
Is organized (a) to foster through- 
out the world a functioning coopera- 
tive tradition of personal moral 
responsibility for the consequences 
for humanity of professional activity, 
with emphasis on constructive alter— 
natives to militarism; to embody in 
that tradition the principle that 
the individual must abstain from 
destructive work and devote himself 
to constructive work, drawing the 
line between the two according to 
his own moral judgment; to ascertain 
through open and free discussion the 
boundary between constructive and 
destructive work to serve as a guide 
for individual and group decisions 
and action; (b) to establish and 
operate an employment service for 
locating positions for those indi- 
viduals whose convictions necessitate 
leaving or refusing destructive work; 
to assist those individuals who suf= 
fer economic or legal difficulties 
because of the principles which may 
require abstaining from participation 
in destructive activity; (c) to 
promote, counsel, and assist in the 
setting up of constructive projects 
and activities; (d) to carry on an 
educational program for spreading 
tne knowledge of and interest in the 
purposes, principles, and activities 
of the "Society for Social Responsi- 
bility in Science"; to provide for 
open and democratic discussltlons of 
constructive action, especially as 
bt concerns scientific workers in 
solving the broad problems of peace 
and war; (e) to stimulate the for- 
mation of similar groups in other 
fields of human endeavor. | 


The new statement of purpose as 
prepared by the SSRS Council reads 
as follows: 


Secs_2._ Purposes: this society Is 
organized to induce, by education 
and example, individual scientists 
and engineers to recognize a personal 
responsibility for the anticipated 
consequences to society of thelr work 
and to always exercise their pro- 
fession for the benefit of humanity, 
and hence (a) to provide opportunities 
for sclentists and engineers to seek 
out alternatives to violence In 
Intergroup relations and to discuss 
their responsibilities, imposed by 
their Indtvidual consclences, with 
regard to refraining from the pre- 
paration and use of weapons for the 
destruction of human life; (b) to 
establish and operate a free employ- 
ment service for locating positions 
for those individuals whose con- 
sciences cause them to reject some 
form of employment as harmful to 
humanity and to assist individuals 
who suffer legal or economic diff i- 
culttes as a result of such a stand; 
(c) to give technical counsel and 
assistance in the setting up of hu- 
manitarfan projects and such as may 
provide sclentists and engineers 
with occupations of unquestioned 
humanitarian value. 


What Jungk Said 
About the SSRS 


Robert Jungk, the controversial 
German journalist whose history of 
the atomic bomb and its moral issues 
has been discussed in three SSRS 
Newsletters (Nos. 80, &1 and 83) 
devoted about a page of his book 
to the SSRS and its significance. 
Your Editor well remembers a letter 
from Jungk about four years ago, 
asking for information about our 
Society and its activities. He was 
sent a complete file of back News— 
letters. 


Readers will be interested to 
know exactly what Jungk did say 
about us finally, and it is quoted 
in full below, footnote, ellipsis 
and all, just as written. We are 
happy to say, with Mark Twain, that 
the reports of our demise are ex- 


aggerated. 
e€ paragraphs below are from 


BRIGHTER THAN A THOUSAND SUNS, by 
Robert Jungk, copyright 1958 by Har- 
court, Brace and Company, Inc., and 
reprinted with thelr permission. 

A number of American scientific 
investigators hostile to armament 
work were to be found in the Society 


for Sncial Responsibility in Science 
Its members differed trom tnuse be 
longing to other organizations j 
one decisive point: they were u 
willing to wait until the olateill 
finally decided upon rary th 


disarmament. On the contrary th 
expected every individual to ta 
an immediate personal stand agains 
the continuance of the atom cari 
ments race. re 


One of the founders of this sq 
ciety, Professor Victor Paschki 
of Columbia University, gives tk 
following account of its history 


In August 1947 I published in Friends, 
Intelligencer a Quaker periodical 
an article entitled “Double Standards, 
in which I expressed my views qa 
something I considered utterly un 
reasonable. This was the fact tha 
scientists who were trying to amas 
funds for the enlightenment of th 
public on the dangers of atomi 
weapons Were simultaneously contini 
uing their work on the weapons j 
question. A.J. Muste, President a 
the Reconciliation Brotherhood 
rang me up and said: “There mug 
be other research workers who fee 
the same.’’... 

This society expressed its horre' 
at the development of arms techniqu 
in deeds as well as in manifestoes 
It probably gained some membe1 
when it was announced that the Un 
ted States intended to construc 
a Super bomb, but it never comprise 
more than about three hundred sc; 
entists in America though by 19 
Einstein and Max Born were members 
Unfortunately they could exert litt 
influence. They were even refus 
admittance to the organization co 
prising all the scientific bodi 
in America, the American Associatic 
for the Advancement of Science 
Protests soon died away. After« 
while no more was heard in publ 
about the hydrogen bomb. Once again 
“flaming indignation’’ had prov? 
to be only a fire of straw. : 


In June 1950 the Korean war bro’ 
out. At once quite a number of sci 
entists, hitherto reserved a bo} 
co-operating in armament laboratories 
returned to war research. They ng 


considered it their patriotic dut# 
*The Society for Social Respod 
Sibility in Science had its oJ 
placement service at the disposé 
of scientists who lost their aij 
pointments because of refusing 
undertake armaments work. Some fou 
positions in underdeveloped countrie} 
where they could apply their sci 
tific knowledge to the strug 
against famine and poverty. 


SSRS News le 


ban 
Scientists 


ock 


ust Heed Consciences 


in Arms Work, Speaker Says 


Scientists who have discov-! 
lered their “horror point” will 
listen to their consciences and 
refuse to work on the devel- 
opment of weapons of mass 
destruction, a Columbia Uni- 
versity engineer said in an Al- 
bany talk Saturday night. 

Prof. Victor Paschkis, di- 
rector of the Heat and Mass 
Flow Analyzer Laboratory at 
Columbia, pleaded that con- 
science should take a central 
place in the _ professional 
lives of scientists. 

Whether a scientist works 
on a research project should 
depend on whether he ap- 
proves morally of the goal of 
the project, Professor Pasch- 
kis said. 

He spoke to about 40 mem- 
bers and guests of the Com- 
mittee for’ a Sane Nuclear 
Policy at the Coach and Four 
Restaurant, Western Ave. and 
Quail St. 

Don’t See Consequences 

“We humans with regard to 
moral law are 25-hour flies,” 
Professor Paschkis said. “We 
do not live long enough to 
see the consequences of our 
action, so we rationally’ con- 
clude there are no moral laws 
in the world. 

“We are still training 
scientists to sell their skills 
and advising them that society 
will take care of the responsi- 
bilities,” he said. 

A number of individuals, 
Professor Paschkis said, have 


reached their “Horror point,” | 


and refused work and profit 
recently. He cited the editor 
of a scientific publication. 
who refused to print a paper 
which detailed the use of 
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computers in more effective 
atomic warfare. 
Reached ‘Horror Point’ 

“The editor wrote that after 
reading this article, he had 
reached his horror point and 
wondered if he should discuss 
with his scientific readers the 


social implications of their 
work,” Professor Paschkis 
said. 


The first response was eight 
letters, all favorable. A 
year later, he got 200 letters, 
most favorable, and one sub- 
scription cancellation. 

A Philadelphia print shop 
refused to print a_ student 
publication the shop owner 
considered indecent. 

Eighteen West German 
scientists issued a statement 
that German nuclear rearma- 
men is morrally wrong. The 
Association of Physical So- 
cieties of West Germany, in 
each year since 1955, has is- 
sued a warning against the 
danger of nuclear armament, 
and announced its support for 
men for reasons of conscience 
refused to work on projects 
in nuclear warfare develop: 
ment. 

Conscience Recognized 

“This is the first time,” 
Professor Paschkis said, “any 
scientific group has _ recog- 
nized the conscience as an in- 
tegral part of scientific ac- 
tivity.” 

Professor Paschkis told 
about the work of a small in- 
ternational group to which he 
belongs. Called the Society 
for Social Responsibilities in 
Science, the group has an 
occupational division to find 
jobs for those forced out of| 


their positions by reasons of 
conscience. Members of the 
group, which has 450 mem- 
bers in 13 countries, talk on 
their ideas to profesisonal 
societies and campus meetings. 

Letting our conscience rule 
your scientific life, Professor 
Paschkis said, is difficult be- 
cause people say: “If someone 
has such a queer idea that he 
wants to live a moral life pro- 


fessionally, let -him~ take his 


spare time.” 
Moralists in Minority 

“You belong to a minority 
if you take the time for moral} 
life,” he said. 

“You lose income by being 
different. Promotion comes 
slower.” 

He said a foremost goal of 
education should be to teach 
people to refuse conformity 
where conscience is vitally 
involved. 


In the field ‘of science, 
Professor Paschkis said, the 
reasoning is that the laws of 
nature are not value-bound, 
but neutral. The difficulties 
come, he said, because there 
is no exact boundary between 
pure science and_ applied 
science. Applied science is 


goal-directed. Almost no 
science is continually impure, 
or applied. 

Asked if his attitude meant 
he proposes a moratorium on 
pure science, Dr. Paschkis 
said it does not. He said, “I 
do propose a moratorium on 
science applied to weapons of 
mass destruction.” 


The Rev. David Giles, 


pastor of Calvary Methodist 
Church, Albany, introduced 
Professor Paschkis. 


LETTERS 


To the Editor of the Newsletter: 


Thanks for the article in the March 
1959 SSRS Newsletter on our program. 
Because of this we have received 
to date about 6 applications from 
persons who seem to have the right 
kind of concerns and technical skills. 


Please also enter my subscription 
and send along 15 copies of current 
or back issues which I may share 
with our graduate fellows. They 
should subscribe, too! 


To date we have had 140 applica- 
tions and have selected fellows for 
the class which began June 15, 1959. 
It looks like we will have another 
good group lined up for the second 
class which begins June 15, 1960. 


As you see, our program is new, 
and experimental. It is our hope 
that by the end of 1960 we will have 
completed our testing of the “design’’ 
and will be ready to go into the 
“production” phase. Our first fellows 
are not only taking the program-~-they 
are helping to make it. 


Harvey F. Baty, Director 
International Cooperation Center 
Montana State College 

Bozeman, Montana 


Editor’s Note: Dr. Baty enclosed 
a long mimeographed outline of one 
phase of his graduate study program 
in International Technical Coopera— 
tion, the “Cross-cultural Communi— 
cation and Wor Id-aware ness Component.’ 
This includes sth aes in anthro- 
ology, history, language, geogra hy, 
pear Lie tam oo te. “ e 
most unusual feature is the plan 
to use the Montana American Indians 
as a case study im intercultural 
adjustment. The Indians have many 
problems which are analogous to those 
of the underdeveloped peoples of 
the Eastern Hemisphere, and Montana 
State is unusual among American 
universities in having sizeable 
Indian groups available nearby for 
field trips and other contacts. We 


congratulate the Montana State s taysf 
for its wise use of these specral 
Opportunities. —T.K. 


To the Editor of the Newsletter: 


It was good to learn in the March 
Newsletter of the Montana State 
College International Cooperation 
Center. You are doubtless aware 
that Haverford College offered a 
Master’ s degree program to prepare 
persons for Point Four participation 
back in the late 1940’s. Along this 
line, too, have you noted the for— 
mation of the Society for Inter= 
national Development? Mr. Gove 
Hambidge, Executive Secretary, 
10614 St. Paul Street, Kensington, 
Maryland, will probably be glad to 
supply information. Best wishes and 
thanks for your continuing good 
work. 

David H. Burger 
5830 Mackinaw Rd. 

Saginaw, Mich. 
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EMPLOYMENT 


SITUATIONS WANTED 


CHEMICAL ENGINEER, 29, 
Hungary) seeks position in chemical 
industry. Experience includes manu- 
facture of fine organic chemicals 
and biochemical research on bacterial 
systems. 


(trained in 


PHYSICAL CHEMIST (Ph.D. candidate, 
coordination compounds), broad organ- 
ic/inorganic background, wishes non- 
military research or research/teaching 
position with opportunity to study 
toward theoretical physics Ph.D. Pub- 
lications and 7 years college chemis— 
try teaching experience. Can teach 
introductory calculus of finite dif- 
ferences and treatment of experimental 
data. East Coast preferred, willing 
to travel. 


SITUATIONS OPEN 


CHEMIST OR CHEMICAL ENGINEER to for- 

mulate and execute broad-scope basic. 
research program in radiation catal—— 
ysts of hydrocarbon reactions. Unusu- 

al independence in a sponsored pro— 
ject which may lead to significant 

constructive application of nuclear 

energy. Complete analytical systems, 

kilocurie gamma source, nuclear re- 

actor, and machine computation fa- 

cilities available. Major eastern 

university. Ph.O. or equivalent 

experience. 


ZLECTRONIC ENGINEER AND ELECTRONIC 


TECHNICIANS for constructive work in. 


expanding medical electronics firm. 
Circuit design, especially with trans- 
istors, or product development ex- 
perience desired. Biophysical Elec- 
tronics, Inc., 20 E. Herman St., 
Philadelphia 44, Penna. 


ENGINEER with Master's degree In math- | 


ematics needed for teaching position 
in Ghana. Write: H. Muensterman, 
Misston Board, 1505 Race St., 
delphia 2, Pa. 


Phila- 


| 
| 
| 


MATHEMATICIAN for teaching post at. 


Earlham College. Opportunity to help 
create imaginative curriculum. Ph.D. 
or near Ph.D. required. Write Howard 
Alexander, Department of Mathematics, 
Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana. 


SENIOR TECHNICIAN OR JUNIOR ENGINEER 
with minimum 3 years experience, to 
assume responsibility for design and 
construction of medica) electronic 


equipment. Salary commensurate with 
experience. 


All c or respondence regarding the 
Printing of ads and replies to ads 
should be sent to the Occupation Div- 
ision Chairman, M. Jane Oesterling 
Woman's Medical College, F 
29, Penna, When a name 
the ad for a direct reply, a copy of 
the correspondence should be sent to 
Jane Oesterl ing. 


Philadelphia | 
is given in. 


ee er ee 


SSRS Wewsletter No. 85 


May 1959 


Society for Social Responsibility in Science 


Gambier, Ohio 


POSTMASTER: Form 3547 Requested 


Sec. 34.66 P.L.&R. 
U.S. POSTAGE 


PA TLD 


GAMBIER, O. 
Permit No. 43 


